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Project: Hall of History
Client: Aspen Valley Hospital

OBJECTIVES

Create a commemorative wall installation 
celebrating the hospital’s 125th anniversary.

Condense over a century of rich history into a 
visually appealing format for both hospital 
visitors and lifelong Aspen residents.

CHALLENGES

Present the narrative of the hospital’s history, 
along with imagery from archival and recent 
sources in a unified design that includes 
important milestones as well as highlighting 
persons of note and interesting anecdotes.

Design and fabricate the system to be 
transported across the country and 
assembled and installed on site.
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The book “Hospitals of Aspen”
provided a starting point in
outlining the content of the display

Images were sourced from
the hospital archive as well
as the Aspen Historical Society

A 30-foot-long wall in a
public corridor was
selected as the location
for the permanent display



PH
A

SE
 II

:
Pr

oj
ec

t I
ni

tia
tio

n
IN

TE
R

IO
R

 +
 E

X
TE

R
IO

R
 S

IG
N

A
G

E
 |

 D
O

N
O

R
 R

EC
O

G
N

IT
IO

N

154 Clinton Avenue | Kingston NY 12401 | Phone 845.331.8710 | Toll Free 800.676.8710 | Fax 845.331.8712 | mail@timelysigns.com

Samples are created using a 
variety of materials:  
• Clear acrylic panels printed with 

sub-surface graphics 
• Brushed aluminum plaques with 

printed silver glass etch film
• Laser engraved wood with 

brushed aluminum accent

Mood boards are assembled for design inspiration. The 
underlying visual themes, textures and materials for the 
display are inspired by the natural elements of Aspen.Metal

Aspen’s silver mines

Wood
The aspen tree

Water
Aspen’s Roaring Fork River

Original concept drawing 
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THE FIRST MINERS REACHED what is present-day Aspen in the 

summer of 1879. Word spread quickly that there was mineral 

wealth aplenty, and by the early 1880s, Aspen had most amenities: 

churches, schools, homes, saloons, hotels, and restaurants. By the 

mid-1880s, there were 13 doctors, but no hospital.

In 1889 there was a county-wide population of 14,000. The need for 

a hospital was clear by the numerous accidents reported in The 

Aspen Times. Men who cut timber for the mines sliced off parts of 

their limbs; spooked horses injured their riders; customers at 

saloons were shot; railroaders were burned by their fiery engines; 

men were injured by explosions in the mines; and those working in 

ore-processing plants got caught in machinery. 

In March 1889, a committee began meeting to discuss the general 

concept for a hospital, and an anonymous donor gave $300 toward 

the cause. The committee formalized, calling itself the Citizens’ 

Hospital Committee, F.A. Hunt was elected chairman, and finance, 

fundraising, and building committees were appointed. A site on the 

first rise between Pratt (Red) and Smuggler mountains was selected. 

A Denver firm was paid $60 to design the structure. It was to be 

built in three sections—a ward for the miners who subscribed to the 

hospital, a ward for indigents, and a section of private rooms for the 

wealthier citizens who could pay for their care. The cost was 

estimated at $16,000, and the money soon was raised from the Rio 

Grande and Midland Railroads, Pitkin County; the town of Aspen; and 

an anonymous donation. In addition, the largest mines were solicited 

for funds, as was the community at large. Each miner was asked to 

give a day’s wages, $3.50. An editorial in The Aspen Times said:

 “If the men in Aspen who smoke ten cigars a day will curtail

 their smoke to five for a week, each can give the hospital fund

 $3.50 and be better off physically and better off financially.”

A Charity Ball provided the setting for the opening of the Citizens’ 

Hospital in September 1891. It was billed as the “event of the 

season,” and all of the celebrants enjoyed tours and a gala supper 

at the hospital—“the finest on the western slope.” 

On the third floor of the hospital there were living quarters for 

members of the staff. Dr. L.H. Kemble, who was in charge of the 

hospital, was paid $150 per month. Operating costs were covered 

primarily by the mining companies through monthly deductions of 

$1 from their subscribing employees. 

Complaints that led to hospitalization included consumption, 

rheumatism, lead poisoning, injuries, grippe, pleurisy, gonorrhea, 

and frozen limbs. Whisky was used for pain and as anesthesia, 

mustard plasters for consumption, and flax seed and charcoal 

poultices to treat wounds.

“Go where you will, 
and you will return and say 
 that Aspen is the 
banner town of the west!”

–Aspen Times, 1896

The Citizens’ Hospital, 1891 
Photo courtesy of the Aspen Historical Society
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AFTER ONLY 26 MONTHS IN OPERATION, Aspen residents 

could boast about their well-run, modern hospital, and they 

deserved to be pleased with their efforts. But late in 1893, 

the hospital and Aspen were dealt a blow that was the 

death knell for many western mining towns.

On November 4, 1893, the U.S. Congress demonetized silver 

with the repeal of the Sherman Act. Four out of every five 

businesses in Aspen were bankrupt by the end of the year. 

Thousands of destitute people moved on, taking with them 

the largest source of hospital funding (the monthly 

subscription payments).

The community had banded together to build the 
Citizens’ Hospital. With the economy working against 
them, would the remaining residents of Aspen be able to 
keep their hospital open?

”
““THERE HAS BEEN A TOTAL 

number of 81 patients admitted 

to the hospital since it was 

opened about the middle of 

last September, and only 

nine deaths have occurred. 

In nearly all of these latter 

cases the patient did not 

live but about 36 hours. 

They were almost ready 

for the undertaker 

when they were taken 

to the hospital.” 

—The Rocky 
Mountain Sun, 
September 1892

John Rosser Williams, who donated the parcel 

of land for the Citizens’ Hospital, reportedly 

planned to build a racetrack around this pond. 

His development plans were thwarted by the 

noise from nearby mines. 

John Rosser Williams
Philanthropist

A typical newspaper ad 
in the early days of Aspen

Surveyor
B. Clark Wheeler

As he was laying out the town of Aspen, B. Clark 

Wheeler forgot about the variation between 

magnetic north and true north, permanently 

skewing Aspen’s streets. When told about the 

mistake he said, “Ah hell. Variation ain’t got as far 

west as this yet.”

Photo courtesy of the Aspen Historical Society, Shaw Collection

With the concept selected, the design 
for the entire display is developed, using 
the finalized narrative provided by the 
hospital historian. Detailed digital 
renderings are completed and reviewed.

Our History
Aspen Valley Hospital is what it is today because of the efforts of the 

community. To those who gave of themselves and took pride in their efforts 

every step of the way, from establishing medical care for turn-of-the-century 

silver miners to the creation of a world-class medical facility, 

this exhibition is dedicated with gratitude. 

Dedicated on September 10, 2016 on the 125th Anniversary 

of Aspen Valley Hospital.

Please visit Heritage Hall
A collection of images and artifacts from the Aspen Valley Hospital 

archive, located downstairs by the conference area.
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Laser engraving on maple for 
the title flag sign

Fabrication, assembly, and installation all 
completed by the Timely Signs team guaranteed a 
high-quality and timely completion of the project. 
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An etched wall plaque to introduce 
and dedicate the display.
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The content is presented in six sections with 
the central panel featuring the main narrative, 
and secondary smaller panels with interesting 
historical details and highlights on key people 
in the hospital’s history.
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The end result is an 
approachable design that 
can be experienced either 
in segments or as a whole.
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